PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARO 


I.  DATE 


4 Jan  58 


X LOCATION 


3.  OATE'TIME  CROUP 
Local  dawn 

GMT 


S.  PHOTOS 


0 Too 

OtNi 


anoao 


4.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

?QCCiewnd>Vl  cuol  □ Ground*  Radar 

Q Ali^Viaiol  O Alr*lntoreopt  Radar 


TTlBURCi 

Civilian 


T.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 


5 mins 


t.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 


one 


10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  OP  StCHTINO 

Hpt  of  Strang?  a.'c  aerials  about 
shape  Si  si/e  of  strato-cruiser,  0-?ser-| 
ved  at  da’.vn. 


9.  COURSE 


IX  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Was  Balloon 

□ Probably  Boltoan 

□ PoooiUy  Balloon 

□ Was  Ai  rcrof t 
BX  Probably  Aircrolt 
O Possibly  Aircroff 


□ Was 

□ Probably  Astronomical 
O Possibly  Astronomical 

□ Qttlaf 

□ Inswfffciont  Oato  for  Evoluqtlon 

□ Unknow 


11.  COMMENTS 

Observation  of  one  of  the  new 
WR-2  type  a/c  w/radar  search 
aerials,  A/C  b.as  saae  general 
configuration  as  a strata-cru 


AYfC  POXM  S3V  (RXV  3«  t>P  SI) 


I 


f«*  ^ V . •,%  « ‘a  ^ 
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./rigf.t-Pattersc:  Air  Force  3f.se 
Dayton,  Ctilc 


Gentlersien 


After  spending  the  night  of  January  3rd  at  t:  e Sleepy  Hollow 
Hotel  in  Mankato,  Kansas,  my  wife  and  I -'otored  east,  on 
Highway  36. 


I started  out  with  the  headlig.  ts  on  but  switched  to  th-j  park- 
ing lights  after  a few  mil‘3s*  '^^e  were  driving  at  anproxiroately 
60  miles  per  hour  when  my  wife  said,  "iiftiat  tsthat?”  and 
motioned  to  the  rig:t. 


To  say  I was  surprised  at  what  I saw  would  be  an  understatemecit 
At  about  ii5  degrees  to  the  right  and  at  a distance  ! thought 
tc  be  less  than  a rile  there  was  an  airplane  and  a large  one. 
Possibly  a stratc  cr';iser.  It  appeared  to  be  in  flight  not 
far  above  tr  e horizon,  and  I was  afraid  it  would  lard  before 
we  got  to  s point  wh^ere  we  could  take  a good  picture,  and  we 
drove  possibly  3/u  c'  a m!le  before  stepping  on  top  of  a low 


; is  plane  was  its  appearance, 
in  color  and  th  e outline  of 
above  t o cockpit  tc  a dis- 
ickpit  tc  the  nose  o^  rhe 
te  light  at  the  top.  7i.e  aerial 
£ ferr.  was  clearly  outlined. 


■.  was  sc  astound  r. 
was  entirely  a lur 
fern  was  clear, 
ce  equal  to  t at  * 
r.e  wrs  fn  aerial  w 
r.c*  r=d  or  lumi:  c 


Between  t.  e point  where  we  first  saw  the  plane  and  whiere  we 
stooced  riy  wife  h^ad  b^er.  adjusticiE-r  tr.e  cairera  for  a picture. 
As  we  stopped  she  lowered  t e wiiidow  and  got  t*  e target 
centered  when  she  said,  "I've  got  tr is  adjusted  for  a moving 
cbjvct  sc  I'd  better  readjust  it." 


V' ile  she  was  doing  this  I saw  that  anothier  aerial  extend  -d 
up  half  way  from  tre  cocknit  be  the  tail  but  was  not  lighted 
at  its  tip. 
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9p*fore  s:  e could  pet  her  Cevrr.era  focused  again  I saw  that  t:,e  • 
nose  of  the  plane  was  disarnearinc  and  lolr  her  to  hurry  or 
she  would  be  too  late  tc  get  a picture.  She  look  -d  a no 
raised  the  camera  but  didn’t  taie  the  picture  as  the  plane 
was  disapoearing  in  a;,  irregular  line  and  continued  to  do 
so  back  throu<^;h  the  cockpit  and  through  the  tail 

until  all  t^  at  was  left  was  the  white  light  of  the  aerial 
which  showed  for  a few  moments  and  then  was  gone. 

The  sky  was  clouded  in  that  direction  aiid  only  two  lines  o*' 
ligrt-  fro-the  sun  could  be  seen  after  t;  e plane  disappeared, 
Cne  was  in  line  wit'  the  spot  where  the  plane  had  been  and 
the  oth^r  farther  abov  the  horizon. 

The  time  lapse  from  when  wo  ^irst  sig'  ted  it  until  it  dis- 
appeared was  several  minutes,  possibly  “^ive. 

What  w-s  this  phenomenon? 

What  caus  d it? 

Are  there  claries  in  eyistetce  which  have  aerials  similar  tc 

■m 

the  ones  r.enticned? 

w at  we  saw  was  t e image  of  a plane  wi^  ere  wrs  the  original 
Iccat ed? 

Pave  -T'.i  received  any  reports  from  others  v/h.o  saw  this  object? 
Trar/.-:  y u for  any  infer  aticn. 


Respectfully, 


4' 


{ 


( 


SA^S-3/iMaj  Tacker/jaxi/T^W^ 


24  February  19^ 


Osar  Kr* 


Ibis  Is  to  acksovledBB  aod  thank  you  for  your 
lottsr  of  80  January  19^  oddreaaed  to  Url^t-Fatteracm 
Alx  fbree  Boaoj  Ohio,  concerning  an  unidentified  flying 


otjoet. 


The  ohjaet  you  obaervad  vaa  probably  one  of  the 
ntv  radAr-aeorcb  aircraft  dealgnatad  WR-2*  This  aircraft 
has  the  aaaa  guteral  cooflguratloa  of  a atrato-crulaerj 
aa  aantloned  in  your  letter. 


for  your  Infonaatlon  lHustrations  of  tbla  type 
aircraft  are  Inclosed,  together  vlth  latest  Depeurtment 
of  Defense  Fact  Sheet  on  this  subject^  dated  9 Ifovember 
1957. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  Interest  In  this  subject. 


lAHREnCB  J.  TftCKEB 


Major,  UBAF 


Saeeutive  Officer 

Publle  XnfOznatloa  Division 

Office  Gf  Informtlon  Services 
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